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Your message burns in my heart and bones, and I cannot keep silent. (Jeremiah 20:9)
The testimony of JESUS is the spirit of the prophecy. (Revelation 19:10c)
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Marked Out in Advance to Be Shaped as Sons of God
We know, in fact, that God works all things together for good to those who love him,
who are called according to his purpose. Those he foreknew, you see, he also marked
out in advance to be shaped according to the model of the image of his son, so that
he might be the firstborn of a large family. And those he marked out in advance, he
also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
(Romans 8:28-30 Kingdom-NT [bold added])
For those on whom He set His heart beforehand He marked off as His own to be made
like His Son, that He might be the eldest of many brothers… (Romans 8:29 Williams
[bold added])
The above renderings were chosen because I believe they best capture the message from
Paul. Instead of using the expression marked out or marked off, most translations use the
word predestined, which, frankly, has become a religious term that theologians argue over,
leading them to divide into camps. When words become like this, it is time to discover
alternate ways of expression, ones that are easy to understand and are outside the camp
of institutional religion.
The Greek word from which these words are derived is proorizo (G4309), meaning to limit
in advance. There are two facets of this meaning: there is a limitation placed on (perhaps
to hedge-in, form a boundary) what is in view (the subject), and whatever involves this
subject was set in motion some time prior to its actual manifestation or appearance.
Stripping away the heaviness of religious explanations, it seems pretty straightforward. So,
what does it mean? Paul packs a lot in these few verses, so I’ll simply list eight points.
First, God has a purpose―to have a large family, all in the image of His Son, making the
heart of the message about sonship. It is about bringing many sons to glory (Hebrews 2:10).
Second, God has taken on full responsibility for achieving His purpose as He works out all
things for good. Some might respond: Yes, but we have to do something to work it out.
Labour earnestly, I say, to make sure of your own salvation. For it is God Himself
whose power creates within you the desire to do His gracious will and also brings
about the accomplishment of the desire (Philippians 2:12b-13 Weymouth).
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Weymouth best captures God’s heart. Yes, we have a labor or work to do but the grace,
desire, and power to labor, and the labor itself, is from God. He gives us all that is needed
to accomplish the work He has set before us as part of His plan to achieve His purpose.
Third, those who are part of this good work love God. But what is the source of this love?
Do we have to work it up in ourselves? No!
… this hope never disappoints, because God’s love for us floods our hearts through
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. (Romans 5:5 Weymouth)
God’s spirit has come into us to not only reveal God’s love (agape) for us but also to flood
our hearts so that we love (agapao) God out of His love.
Fourth, God marks out beforehand those who are called according to His purpose. As God,
He foreknows all born on this earth, and out from the masses He chooses some (Paul uses
the expression the many [Romans 5:15, 19]) for this marking out. Applying the definition
of proorizo, they are limited in advance, meaning they are hedged-in according to God’s
calling on their life. Without doubt, this is where theologians go off on a tangent and leave
people in a state of confusion. So, questions or objections are raised up: Do you mean that
God selects people before they are even born? What about the rest of the people; do they
not get a chance to be part of His purpose? This doesn’t seem fair. To answer these
objections, some say that God, being omniscient, knows which ones will accept His love
and which ones will not. But scripture doesn’t tell us this. Taken at face value, scripture
makes it clear that God marks out or, if you desire, selects beforehand the ones destined
to become sons and He then places them on a hedged-in path, even filled with perils and
strange experiences, to get them there. This alone answers why we are sometimes
distressed by various trials (1 Peter 1:6). Sorry, but it’s not our call; it’s God’s alone. I’ve
attempted to explain this is in Whose Will Saves – God’s or Man’s?. For those who think
this is unfair, then I suggest you read Ultimate Purpose of God―All in All, to see that no
one is left behind when God’s purpose is fully and finally achieved.
Here is how I see it. In God’s wisdom, He is working out His plan through a chosen people,
a people He marks out even before birth to be a kind of first fruit for the rest of mankind.
Simply, they are like pioneers that thrash through the jungle, metaphorically speaking,
making a way for the rest to follow. At times, it is a mighty rough go, breaking through the
jungle of life as they experience many trials, even fiery trials that test their faith. But they
press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus, not looking
back at the dangers through which they have travailed. They have been preserved, being
salted with fire, for God is a consuming fire. Those who are chosen for God’s purpose are
called to suffer together for God’s glory. For this reason, preaching to people that they
must believe in Jesus and, if they do, life will be great and all their problems resolved is a
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false gospel. The result could be catastrophic, for the odds are that the person will mentally
assent to Jesus without any inner change and when they continue to experience the ups
and downs of the reality of life, they will eventually reject God. This is not salvation. To be
clear, receiving the faith of Jesus to believe in Him is entirely an act of the spirit of God that
registers within the person, realizing something significant has happened in their life.
I’ve told this story before, but it is worth repeating. A man who worked in the group I
headed up years ago said something that has stuck with me all these years. Periodically, I
would share something of the Lord with him, until one day, he said to me: I don’t have the
faith to believe. He put a whole slew of theologians to shame with this simple statement
and revealed a level of wisdom not seen even among believers. We need the faith of Jesus,
His faith, to believe, and this comes from His spirit, the spirit of the Lord.
Fifth, being marked out means that the person is about to undergo a transformation that
no one could ever produce or reverse-engineer in a biotech lab. It is to be shaped according
to the image of God’s Son, our Lord Jesus who is the model or pattern for the new-creation
man in Christ. Jesus is the Pattern Son!
Beloved, now are we the sons [children] of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as he is. (1 John 3:2 Webster [in most translations])
He will transform the body of our humble condition into the likeness of His glorious
body, by the power that enables Him to subject everything to Himself. (Philippians
3:21 HCSB)
Sixth, although we relate mostly to what transformation means to us individually, it
appears that what is in view in the above verses is the much grander picture of the entire
body of Christ, the true sons of God, the ekklesia Jesus is building, being transformed
collectively into one large family for God the Father, along with Jesus, the firstborn of this
glorious family.
In scripture, Jesus is described as the firstborn in four primary ways. The opening verse is
one of them―firstborn of a large family or of many brethren (Romans 8:29); the other
three are firstborn son (Luke 2:7), firstborn of all creation (Colossians 1:15), and firstborn
from among the dead (Colossians 1:18; Revelation 1:5). There is a reason for this firstborn
status: He is the first in all things that truly matter to God so that in all things He might
have the preeminence (Colossians 1:18b ASV).
Think about it; we are to be transformed, as one large family full of life and love, into the
likeness of the one who is (not might be) preeminent in all creation―Jesus, the Son of God.
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Seventh, the ones marked out are called to be justified and glorified. The Mitchell New
Testament renders justifies in this way: right-wises (judicially declared just and makes right,
placing them in right relationship in the Way pointed out). In other words, the marked-out
ones are placed in the right with God the Father and placed on the path of the Way, which
is Jesus, the consummate Son, who leads many sons to glory.
A review of many translations reveals that being justified appears as a present reality, not
a future one. Those “marked out” are now “made right” before God because of His Son.
However, glory is ongoing and progressive; going from one degree of glory to another
degree of glory as we behold our beloved Lord. It is the path of transformation.
And we all, with unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed
into the same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the
Lord who is the Spirit. (2 Corinthians 3:18 ESV)
Our expectation is to be fully transformed with His glory into the image of the Lord of glory
(1 Corinthians 2:8). Think about this; the one who is the firstborn of all things is sharing His
glory with us to the end (actually, new beginning) that we will image Him to the glory of
His Father. What an amazing Way!
Eighth, Paul once again makes it abundantly clear the destiny of those marked out for
sonship. We are destined to become one spirit-animated body bearing the image of Jesus.
But you don’t get the spirit-animated body first; you get the nature-animated one,
and you get the spirit-animated one later. The first man is from the ground, and is
made of the earth; the second man is from heaven. Earthly people are like the man
of earth; heavenly people are like the man from heaven. We have borne the image
of the man from earth; we shall also bear the image of the man from heaven. (1
Corinthians 15:46-49 Kingdom NT [bold added])
In conclusion, it is not unusual for some of the Lord’s people to question whether they are
part of this company of marked-out ones. If you have passed the test of being in the faith
(2 Corinthians 13:5), don’t sweat it. You pass the test by knowing that Jesus Christ is in you.
I trust that anyone who regularly reads my material is of this glorious company.
Finally, given the insane day in which we now live, be encouraged. Regardless of what
might come upon us in the days ahead, know that we are on the path of glory. God has
purposed to have a large family of sons; He will have the desire of His heart and so will His
Son who desires to have a large family of brethren in His image. Like the first Adam longed
for one of his kind, so does the last Adam long for a full complement of ones of His kind.
Marked out and shaped as sons of God―what glory!
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