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Your message burns in my heart and bones, and I cannot keep silent. (Jeremiah 20:9)
The testimony of JESUS is the spirit of the prophecy. (Revelation 19:10c)
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Kingdom of God: Abiding to Bear Fruit of the Kingdom
When the Lord broke into my life over forty years ago, my eyes were first opened to see
the conquering King Jesus and His kingdom―the gospel of the kingdom was planted in my
heart, at least in embryonic form. I know this sounds strange to some, but the gospel of
salvation (grace through faith), although essentially vital and absolutely necessary, came
after the unveiling of the king and His kingdom. I could say that the seed of the word of
the kingdom was implanted in me the day King Jesus unexpectedly became real to me.
Ever since then, I have sought to understand the true nature of God’s kingdom. As if to
make it clear to me that this is the word (message) the spirit of the Lord has been growing
in me, as I have mentioned many times, in 1995, the Lord told me: When you see the
structures crumble, testify of My kingdom. If one doesn’t see that we have been in the
days of crumbling (collapsing) structures since the onset of the 21st century―structures
that have integrally defined modern-day civilization since WW2, especially in what is called
the West―then such a one is living in a fantasy world.
As Paul would say, a necessity has been placed upon me, and that is to testify of God’s
kingdom that is centered in His Son. To be abundantly clear, if Jesus is not central,
supreme, and preeminent in our understanding of God’s kingdom, then we know very
little of the heart of His kingdom. Leave God’s Son out of the kingdom or even place Him
on the periphery of it and one is on ground that can be shaken.
The challenge in testifying of God’s kingdom is that the Lord’s people have many views of
what this looks like. This is quite understandable because scripture does not have one place
we can turn to where we are given a clear explanation of the comprehensive nature of the
kingdom. Like so many other topics, many schools of thought have cropped up over the
centuries in attempts to define the Kingdom of God. In my experience, in spite of and more
likely because of all these views, most of God’s people are unknowingly in a state of
confusion regarding the Kingdom of God.
Before getting into the meat of this insight, there is one thing I must get out of the way
that I see as part of this confusion. As I have stated elsewhere, nowhere in scripture are we
commanded to build the kingdom nor are we called to advance it, contrary to what some
are claiming they are doing today.
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As E. Stanley Jones (1884-1973) wrote1, the kingdom is realism, meaning it simply is. By
using the word realism, he emphasized that the Kingdom of God is fully intact now. It is not
an ideal that sits out into the future and, most definitely, is not something we build or
advance. As I see it, it is on the same order as I AM (or: I Be). We can bring nothing of
ourselves into God’s kingdom, and our flesh, whether of the good or bad kind, has no part
in it. We are called or invited into the kingdom that is already fully constituted, meaning
there is nothing lacking because the kingdom is the will of God.2 Consequently, we are
encouraged to see, to enter, to receive, to seek, and to proclaim the kingdom.
Clearly, being changed by the spirit of God through the gospel of salvation by grace through
faith opens the door for entering the kingdom. As Paul wrote, we are transferred into the
Kingdom of the Son of God’s love (Colossians 1:13). However, this is the beginning of a
process by which we grow up into the kingdom as we learn God’s will―what pleases Him,
and working it out to His glory. If there is a building and advancing of the kingdom, then it
is what goes on inside of us believers as we learn to obey God. This is the exact opposite of
what is taking place among those who are attempting to build and advance the kingdom
today, often out of the strength and resources of the world. It’s like saying: Thank you for
opening the door to the kingdom; we’ll take it from here, no need for Your help.
One more issue. Among those advocating “advancement” of the kingdom, some place
great emphasis on there shall be no end to the increase of His government (Isaiah 9:7) and
His kingdom will have no end (Luke 1:33). However, a point I have made elsewhere3, the
increase or no end could just as easily mean that there are no frontiers that will remain
unconquered or borders that will not be penetrated. In other words, the kingdom
encompasses all frontiers and has no borders of limitation, from the smallest particle that
comprises matter to the entirety of the universe itself to more than likely other dimensions
and realms. After all, Paul tells us that Jesus must reign until all things are subjected to Him
because the Father’s plan is to sum up, head up, or gather up all things in His Son, on earth
and in heaven.
All of this is introductory to what I see as the most important, yet most ignored, core
issue regarding the believer’s part in the Kingdom of the Son of God’s love―it is abiding
in Christ in order to bear the fruit of His kingdom.
Our part in the kingdom is to bear its fruit that only comes through abiding in union with
the source of life, namely our Lord Jesus. In the natural world, fruit is produced only as it is
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See: Kingdom of God: Realm of God’s Will.
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nourished and supported by the branches of the tree or vine that in turn gets its strength
(life) through its root system.
To be clear, ignoring abiding in Christ when it comes to kingdom fruit-bearing is not
restricted to those who are trying to build or advance the kingdom. The problem goes much
deeper than this.
Lately, I have been studying a book written by Howard A. Snyder titled Models of the
Kingdom in which he suggests that, broadly speaking, the various schools of thought can
be explained through an eightfold typology that he explains as eight models of the
kingdom.4 In studying these models, I discovered that all of them, without exception, have
a glaring omission. Not a single one of them stresses John 15 and the necessity of abiding
in Christ in order to bear the fruit of the kingdom, at least as far as Snyder has presented
them. This doesn’t necessarily mean one or two of them might include abiding in their
model, but it is quite apparent that it is not front and center in any of them. Given that
most of the models are not strongly Christ-centered, with some of them seemingly ignoring
Christ altogether, it is no wonder that fruit-bearing by abiding in Christ is not stressed.
To understand fruit-bearing in light of the kingdom, we begin with Jesus’ pronouncement
to those who had rejected Him as the Messiah of Israel.
“Therefore, I tell you, God’s Kingdom (the realm of His reign) will be taken away from
you, and will be given to a nation (a people; ethnic multitude) consistently producing
its fruit.” (Matthew 21:43)
Using the agricultural metaphor of fruit, Jesus makes it plainly clear that the Kingdom of
God is about producing or bearing fruit. Ancient Israel had failed to consistently be fruitbearers so the kingdom was taken away from them (a fact consummated in 70 AD) and
given to what could be called the new Israel (Paul called it the Israel of God) comprised of
people from all ethnics, not just out of the line of Jacob. These are people of the
Way―namely, us believers. Why? Because Jesus is the Way!
Earlier in Matthew 13, through parables, Jesus spoke of the word of the kingdom (13:19)
and its mysteries (13:11), starting with sowing seed (word of the kingdom) and producing
a crop with the seed planted on good soil bearing fruit―some thirtyfold, some sixtyfold,
some hundredfold (13:8).
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As with most scriptural schools of thought, there are variations and eddies. The best model of the
kingdom, if a model is even necessary, is what I would call the eclectic synthesis of the models. In other
words, by taking the strong points of each model and ignoring their weaknesses, while adding elements
absent in all of them, perhaps it is possible to arrive at a much clearer and more accurate understanding
of the Kingdom of God.
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Consequently, based on these verses alone, those called into the kingdom are to bear the
fruit of the kingdom. Notice I did not say they are to produce their own fruit or to produce
it for the kingdom. Most translations state it is of the kingdom (not for), meaning it is a
particular type of fruit that only emanates from the kingdom itself. Thus, its source is based
in and on the inherent life of God’s kingdom―it doesn’t reside outside of it but within it as
it comes forth from it. This is in total contrast to those who constantly emphasize that the
Lord’s people must “do something for God’s kingdom”, which, in turn, leads to “advancing
or building it.” The danger of such emphasis is that the source of this doing might come
from the flesh and not from the source of life itself that is organically driven―the divine
life and nature (2 Peter 1:4) that springs forth spontaneously, not forced or coerced, and
definitely not fashioned after the failed, corrupt world system and its institutions we see
crumbling today.
This leads to John 15.
(15:1-3) “I am the true (real) vine (grapevine), and My Father is the vinedresser
(gardener, farmer). Every branch in Me that does not habitually bear fruit, He takes
away; and every branch that consistently bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear
more fruit (abundantly). You are already clean because of the word (logos) which I
have spoken to you.”
(15:4) “Abide (remain; dwell; stay) in Me―within and in union with Me―, and I in
you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself (having power to do so on its own) unless
it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me (in union with).”
(15:5) “I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides (remains in union) in Me
and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.
(15:6-8) If anyone does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up;
and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned. If you abide
(remain in union) in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it
will be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit, and so
prove to be My disciples.”
Although John’s gospel does not strongly emphasize the kingdom, by quoting Jesus
Himself, it nonetheless makes some powerful statements about seeing and entering it (3:3,
5) and it not being sourced in the realm of man (18:36). However, with these few verses,
in combination with Matthew’s verses, in light of John 15, Jesus makes the case (the
demand) that the Father expects fruit to come forth from His kingdom and this fruit has
only one source―His Son.
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Stated another way, fruit only comes through abiding or remaining in union with Jesus.
Only His life-giving spirit is capable of producing good, tasty fruit for His Father’s glory. If
the fruit is not sourced in the abundant life of the Lord Jesus, then it is not the good fruit
the Father desires. Using the metaphor of a tree, every tree is known by its fruit (Luke 6:44).
Jesus, as the all in all of God, is the tree that produces the fruit of the kingdom.5 6 Keep in
mind that the life of the fruit doesn’t come from the branches; these can be cut off and
cast into fire. The life is in the tree or vine itself that is continually fed by its rich roots.
Throughout Paul’s epistles, we see him drawing upon these truths as he stresses being in
Christ and Christ being in us and recognizing that I can do all things through Him who
strengthens me (Philippians 4:13). Mitchell’s translation powerfully states this as: I
constantly have strength for all things―within the One continuously enabling me
(empowering me; infusing me with power and ability): Christ! The corollary to this is: I
can do nothing apart from Christ, which is exactly what Jesus told His disciples. Nothing but
Christ and His life-giving spirit empowers us to bear fruit. The good news is that He gives
us this power to be fruit-bearers. On our part, we must remain hidden in His life, in union
with the one who alone is life and is the full expression of the Kingdom of God.
Let us not forget that, as God’s king, our Lord Jesus is the full embodiment of the kingdom.
To know and enter the intact nature of the Kingdom of God, we must know Jesus by being
in union with Him, that is, by abiding (remaining) in Him. Jesus is not only the Way into
the kingdom (the realm of God); He is also the full impress of the kingdom, just as He is
the full impress of His Father, the invisible God.
Now, this poses the question of what the fruit looks like; what type of fruit it is. To be sure,
some might be tempted to exclusively answer the question based on their particular bent
(i.e., emphasis). If one is strong on “getting people saved” (which no one can do, for only
the spirit of God saves), the fruit might be how many people one has witnessed to and
successfully introduced to the Lord. I strongly caution against restricting fruit to our likes
or giftings. The fruit is based on what the Father reveals to the Son who, through His spirit,
in turn reveals His will to us as sons. I submit that the fruit could be anything that brings
delight to the Father’s heart. Again, Paul offers some insight.
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It can’t be stated emphatically, but I suspect one of the reasons that most models ignore John 15 is
because it is seen as referring to nations (i.e., trees) and not individuals. Carrying this forward, it was
ancient Israel, as a nation, that failed to abide in Christ. However, in John 15, Jesus was clearly speaking
to individuals, to disciples: You are already clean because of the word (logos) which I have spoken to you.
… so prove to be My disciples. Abiding is so comprehensive that I propose it is mutually inclusive involving
both nations and individuals, but John 15 is primarily to disciples as individuals.
6 There are many agricultural metaphors used throughout scripture that go along with the vine, branch,
and fruit metaphor. For example, there is the olive tree in Romans 11 and the tree of life and its fruit in
Revelation 22.
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So that, my beloved, according as you always obey, not as in my presence only, but
now much rather in my absence, with fear and trembling, be carrying your own
salvation into effect (work it out by obeying His will), for it is God Who is operating
(working) in you to will (to know and do His will) as well as to work (according to
His plan to have fruit) for the sake of His delight (pleasure; to be pleasing to Him).
(Philippians 2:12-13) [I have taken the liberty of adding some explanatory comments.]
Remaining in union with our Lord Jesus means obedience to the Father’s will, which, in
turn, leads to a work being done in us that bears fruit through us that is pleasing to the
Father, the Vinedresser. In this way, we become, as Paul would say, workers for the
kingdom (Colossians 4:11). Stated another way; those engaged in the Father’s business
(workers for) will be productive by bearing fruit that is sourced in the one Vine.
Adding to this; some years ago, the spirit of the Lord revealed to me that those who abide
in the Vine are actually the fruit God the Father is looking for. In other words, abiding in
Christ makes us the fruit of the kingdom. As His people, we are to be the succulent fruit
that brings the most delight to the Father’s heart. This doesn’t mean we become idle;
rather, it means that, as fruit, we are workers of the kingdom, doing as the Father wills.
Could we not say that we must first become fruit before we can be fruit-bearing workers?
After all, organically speaking, life begets life. Another way to look at it is that the more we
are conformed to the intact nature of the Kingdom of God the more fruit-like we become
and the more fruit we bear. By the way; the corollary to this is being conformed to the
image of Christ. The Lord Jesus as King cannot be separated from the Kingdom of God.
I leave you with these closing thoughts. The Kingdom of God is not something we advance
or build. We enter it as a fully intact realm in which God’s will is supreme and unequivocal.
Again, as E. Stanley Jones saw, it is realism, meaning it is fully established reality―as
established and as real as our God is established and real―in the here and now. We are
not called to add to it or take away from it; rather, we are called to be fully immersed in it
and, as we are, we do what is expected of one living in God’s presence (aka, His kingdom).
We walk in a manner worthy of the God who invites us into His own kingdom and glory
(1 Thessalonians 2:12).
By entering it and abiding within it in union with the Father and His Son, we not only
become its fruit but we also produce the fruit of it, experiencing and realizing the reality of
the Kingdom of God as the realm of fruit grown for the pleasure of our Creator.
Dear saints, given the darkness of the hour, it is imperative that we abide in our Lord Jesus,
organically partaking of His life-giving, fruit-producing sustenance.
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